BOROUGH  OF  CHARD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1919. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Chard. 

GENTLEMEN— 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  a fifth  annual 
report,  although  the  first  four  were  in  the  capacity  of 
Deputy  for  the  late  Dr.  W.  C.  Mence,  having  only 
myself  received  your  appointment  to  the  office  in 
October,  1919. 

The  present  report  is  more  voluminous  than  my 
former  ones  as  the  Ministry  of  Flealth  has  asked  for 
much  more  detailed  information  than  that  demanded 
during  the  past  years  of  war. 

The  most  important  features  of  this  report  undoubt- 
edly are  the  Housing  and  the  Water  Supply,  the 
latter  for  once,  under  present  circums' ances,  taking 
the  second  place. 

The  lack  of  sufficient  houses,  and  particularly  of 
good  ones,  is  militating  against  the  good  of  all  con- 
cerned, tending  not  only  to  cause  an  increase  in  our 
sickness  and  death  rates,  and  a diminution  of  the 
birthrate,  but  also  to  retard  our  moral  and  social 
welfare. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  aims  at  securing  a suffi- 
ciency of  healthy  houses  for  all,  setting  a higher 
standard  than  that  which  in  the  past  has  produced  so 
many  Grade  iii  men  and  women.  No  doubt  this 
high  standard  has  been  one  hindrance  to  economic 
bmlding,  together  with  the  restriction  of  rents,  as 
well  as  the  high  price  of  labour  and  everything 
dependent  upon  labour. 

It  is  a matter  of  much  regret  that  the  efforts  of 
your  Council  have  not  so  far  been  successful  enough 
to  get  the  first  of  the  required  new  houses  actually 
started.  I fully  appreciate  the  big  difficulties  and 
fervently  wish  you  better  fortune  in  the  near  future. 

Perhaps  the  prospect  of  a good  and  plentiful  water 
supply  is  more  hopeful  of  late  in  spite  of  present  high 
prices,  although  even  when  operations  are  started  the 
period  of  waiting  will  be  a long  one. 

I am  indebted  to  several  for  information 
supplied,  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Hearn  for  much  of 
the  present  report,  and  for  his  ready  and  able  assist- 
ance in  all  sanitary  matters.  Also  to  Mrs.  F.  G. 
Ross  for  information  re  the  Midwifery  and  Child 
Welfare  Work,  the  secretaryship  of  which  she  has 
taken  up  so  enthusiastically.  Also  to  Mr.  F.  G. 
Ross  for  poor  law  statistics,  to  Mr.  G.  W.  R.  Ruoflf 
for  vaccination  returns,  and  to  Mr.  Barnard  for  rainfall 
items. 

I am, 

. Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SUTHERLAND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Viet. 

April,  1920. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  ending,  December  31st,  1919. 

Population.— The  Chard  Borough  had  a popula- 
tion 014568  at  the  1911  census,  but  for  mid-1919  it 
has  been  estimated  at  3955,  although  for  estimating 
the  Birth-rate  4120  is  given  me  (official  figures 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health). 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
OF  THE  District. — It  is  a small  area  of  442  acres, 
of  an  irregular  shape,  spread  out  somewhat  radially 
along  the  roads,  where  houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  past,  and  leaving  the  intervening  fields  outside 
the  Borough.  This  has  led  to  difficulty  in  finding 
suitable  building  sites  for  present  needs  within  the 
Boroueh  boundaries,  though  it  is  advantageous  that 
the  buildings  are  not,  in  the  main,  closely  grouped. 

The  town  is  chiefly  situated  on  open  ground  sloping 
from  West  to  East,  reaching  the  height  of  nearly  500 
feet  above  sea  level  in  the  former,  and  something 
under  300  feet  towards  the  latter  part. 

It  is  slightly  protected  from  the  South  West  and 
West,  but  is  open  to  winds  from  all  other  quarters. 
Hence,  there  is  an  abundance  of  fresh  air  surrounding 
most  of  the  houses,  and  the  climate  is  bracing. 

The  decided  slope  of  the  land  gives  good  natural 
drainage  both  of  air  and  water. 

The  higher  parts  of  the  town  are  situated  on  the 
chalk,  the  middle  portions  on  the  green  sand,  while 


the  lower  lying  are  on  the  clay.  The  higher  parts 
are  consequently  the  healthier,  but,  owing  to  diffi- 
culties of  water  supply,  the  town  has  not  progressed 
much  in  that  direction. 

Numerous  springs  of  water  arise  in  and  about  the 
town,  supplying  considerable  quantities  of  water 
which  run  through  the  town  in  little  streams,  one  set 
flowing  ultimately  to  the  English  Channel,  while  the 
other  set  reaches  the  Bristol  Channel  The  main 
street  forms  the  watershed. 

The  presence  of  these  springs  indicates  a damp 
subsoil  in  several  parts,  and  portions  of  the  town 
must  sooner  or  later  be  under-drained  to  secure  drier 
houses. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  last  five  years,  from 
records  kept  at  the  High  Street  Schools,  is  42  82 
inches,  falling  on  an  average  of  192  days  per  year. 

Social  Conditions,  including  Chief  Occupa- 
tions OF  THE  Inhabitants. — The  town  is  mainly 
an  industrial  district,  but  also  a market  town,  and 
the  centre  of  a considerable  agricultural  area. 

The  chief  industries  carried  on  are  the  manufacture 
of  lace  net  (3  factories),  the  manufacture  of  agri- 
cultural machinery,  tar  spraying  engines,  pumps,  &c. 
(2  foundries),  and  the  manufacture  of  collars  and 
shirts  12  factories).  Less  important  as  regards 
numbers  employed  are  a large  brewery,  distillery,  &c., 
the  manufacture  of  artificial  limbs,  &c. , wool  sorting, 
and  so  on. 

Home  workers  busy  themselves  with  lace  mending, 
i e.,  the  repairing  of  flaws  in  the  lace  net,  arising  in 
process  of  its  manufacture.  To  a lesser  extent  with 
tooth  brush  ‘ drawing,’  collar  making  and  glove 
making.  The  lace  net  manufacture  is  not  specially 
condueive  to  the  formation  of  brawn  and  bone, 
and  the  indoor  life  entailed  is  not  too  healthy.  These 
remarks  apply  still  more  strongly  to  the  lace  mending, 
and  in  both  cases  there  is  a strong  tendency  in  winter 
weather  to  keep  warm  by  shutting  out  the  fresh  air, 
to  the  natural  detriment  of  health. 

Workshops  on  the  Register. — Monumental 
Mason,  one  ; Milliners,  two  ; Dressmakers,  five  ; 
Tailors,  four  ; Painters,  two  ; Motor  and  Cycle  Works, 
five  ; Wool  Sorting,  one  ; Carpenters,  six  ; Smiths, 
three  ; Wheelwrights,  two  ; Cabinet  Makers,  two  ; 
Saddlers,  two  ; Plumbers,  three  ; Wa  chmakers,  one  ; 
Gas  Fitter,  one  ; Lace  Mending,  two  ; Boot  Repairing, 
three.  Total  45. 

Vital  Statistics.— Appended  is  a table  giving 
the  causes  of  death  for  the  year,  together  with  the 
births.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  55  deaths 
properly  belonging  to  the  Borough,  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  I3‘9  per  1,000  population,  which  is 
about  the  average  for  the  whole  country. 

Of  the?e  deaths  four  were  infants  under  12  months 
of  age  and  three  others  were  under  five  years. 

Of  the  infants  one  was  a prematurely  born  child 
which  only  managed  to  exist  for  a couple  of  days  ; 
a second  held  on  for  six  days,  but  never  properly 
breathed ; a third  survived  for  24  days,  while  the 
fourth  died  suddemly  from  convulsions  at  two  months, 
the  cause  of  death  in  the  first  two  at  least  was 
evidently  anti-natal. 

Two  of  the  other  children  died  in  one  house  of 
broncho-pneumonia  during  the  epidemic  of  influenza, 
while  the  seventh  died  of  convulsions  associated  with 
teething. 

There  is  still  considerable  room  for  improvement 
here,  and  I hope  that  with  continued  training  and 
help  for  the  mothers  better  results  will  be  obtained. 

Excluding  these  seven  deaths  in  infancy  and  early 
childhood,  the  average  attained  by  the  rest  was  over 
60  years,  in  spite  of  the  exceptional  deaths  of  young 
adults  from  influenza  and  pneumonia.  30  actually 
reached  60  years  of  age,  and  of  these  21  passed  70 
years  while  10  of  the  la' ter  attained  more  than  four- 
score years. 

Birth  Rate. — There  were  57  births  belonging  to 
the  Borough,  and  taking  the  official  popu'ation  for 
reckoning  the  birth  rate  (4120)  we  get  a birth  rate  of 
1 3 ‘85  per  1,000  population,  actually  lower  than  the 
death  rate,  and  more  particularly  serious  as  our 
infantile  death  rate,  works  out  as  yo'iy  per  1,000 
births.  No  doubt  the  after  effects  df  the  war  has 
something  to  do  with  this  low  birth  rate,  but  the 
shortage  of  houses  is  certainly  part  of  the  cause. 


Po'R-Law  Relikk. — The  statistics  are  not  avail- 
able for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  but  the 
abstracts  published  for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1919,  show  that  in  the  sad  year  the  number  of 
persons  relieved  in  or  belonging  to  the  Borough 
were  : — 


In  the  Poor  Law  Institution 

...  29 

Out  Door  Relief... 

...  77 

Medical  Relief  only 

- 59 

In  other  Institutions 

2 

Children  Boarded  Out  ... 

...  4 

Patients  in  Mental  Hospitals  ... 

...  17 

(Four  more  persons  were  admitted  from  the 
Borough,  but  their  legal  settlements  were  in  other 
Unions). 

VoLUNTARV  Hospitals.  — Probably  over  100 
patients  have  been  sent  from  the  Borough  during  the 
year  to  hospitals  at  Taunton  and  Exe  er  (including 
Exeter  Eye  Infirmary).  A Cottage  Hospital,  how- 
ever, is  being  prepared  as  a War  Memorial,  and  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  very  shortly.  It 
will  enable  a portion  of  the  surgical  work  to  be  done 
locally,  and  enable  some  of  the  cases  which  are  at 
present  tended  at  home  to  get  the  benefit  of  hospital 
conditions.  At  first,  however,  the  accommodation 
will  be  rather  limited. 

The  Water  Supply. — The  public  water  supply, 
by  reason  of  level  and  sutfic  ency,  is  only  available  in 
a portion  of  the  district.  The  remainder  is  supplied 
from  springs  and  wells  mostly  shallow.  Owing  to 
the  very  close  proximity  of  the  town  to  the  various 
springs  and  wells,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  contamination, 
and  this  applies  to  that  part  which  gives  the  public 
supply.  Mere  especially  is  contamination  to  be 
feared  here  during  its  conveyance  from  the  springs  to 
the  distributing  tank  by  pipes  very  crudely  laid  many 
years  ago.  Since  an  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever 
in  1916  156  cases)  the  water  has  been  continuously 
chlorinated,  but  no  effective  means  have  been  taken 
to  remove  the  chlorine  before  the  water  passes  into 
the  mains.  With  so  much  water  about  the  town, 
many  plans  have  been  considered  for  obtaining  a 
good  supply  locally,  but  the  water  springs  are 
scattered,  and  are  so  situated,  that,  as  has  been 
graphically  said,  ‘the  town  is  sitting  on  them.’  Even 
if  the  spring  could  perchance  be  tapped  a little 
distance  from  the  town,  and  pumping  employed,  it  is 
quite  possible  that  a flow  of  the  subsoil  water  might 
take  place  from  the  town  towards  the  pumped  well. 
Further  the  supply  from  the  well  would  have  to  be 
very  abundant  unless  the  pumping  took  place  both  by 
night  and  day. 

A scheme  to  bring  water  from  Combe  St.  Nicholas 
(nearly  3 miles)  had  been  thoroughly  investigated 
before  the  war,  approved  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  contracts  for  the  work 
accepted,  but  work  had  to  be  abandoned.  O-xing  to 
the  very  heavy  expense  of  this  scheme  at  the  present 
day,  an  effort  has  been  made  during  this  year  to 
obtain  a cheaper  source  of  supply.  A boring  was 
sunk  to  a depth  of  121  feet,  but  the  quantity  of  water 
was  negligible.  The  matter  is  being  kept  in  the  fore 
front,  and  efforts  made  to  get  things  done,  but  the 
difficulties  are  great. 

One  suspected  private  supply  was  examined  during 
the  year,  but  proved  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  is  no  river  in  the 
district.  The  streams  show  no  sign  of  serious 
pollution. 

Drainage  and  Sewage. — Generally  speaking 
the  district  is  fairly  well  drained.  The  sewers  are 
adequate  in  size,  and  flooding  is  rare,  but  the  condi- 
tion of  the  older  lengths  leaves  much  to  be  desired. 
A considerable  amount  ot  subsoil  water  is  admttted. 
The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  drained  to  Sewage 
Disposal  Works  situated  near  the  G.W.  Railway 
Station.  The  w'orks  consist  of  Screening  Chambers, 
open  Septic  Tanks,  and  Rectangular  Percolating 
Filters,  the  effluent  being  finally  irrigated  over  about 
10  acres  of  land.  The  Crimehard  district  is  drained 
to  a field  below  the  Cemetery,  where  it  is  received 
into  Settling  Tanks,  and  irrigated  over  the  land. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  bulk  of  the 
houses  are  provided  with  water  closets,  but  the 
absence  of  proper  water  supply  in  parts  of  the 
district  necessitate  hand  flushing,  which  is  unsatis- 
factory. There  are  nine  Privies,  14  Pail  Closets, 
and  five  Cesspits  in  the  Borough. 

ScAVENGi.NG. — Plouse  refuse  is  removed  from  all 
parts  of  the  district  once  a week,  and  di.‘posed  of  in 
an  isolated  field  just  without  the  Borough.  It  is 
there  dealt  with  by  a IMarket  Gardener,  who  utilises 
it  upon  the  land.  No  nuisance  exists.  Previous  to  the 
war  house  refuse  was  collected  twice  a week,  but,  owing 
to  shortage  of  staff,  this  had  to  be  reduced  to  once  a 
week,  and  the  bi-weekly  collection  has  not  been 
resumed.  The  enforcement  of  the  provision  of 
san  tary  dustbins  in  the  place  of  insanitary  recepta- 
cles, was  also  held  up  during  the  war. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 
Inspections  Made. 


Housing  Inspections 
House  Refuse  Disposal 
Drainage 

Infectious  Disease  ... 
Births  Inquiry 
Slaughterhouses 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 


175 

3 

66 

61 

2 

4 

5 
5 


Notices  Served. 


Total 


321 


Formal.  — To  remedy  dampness  and  defective 
pavings  ...  ...  i 

Closing  Orders  ...  4 


Total  ...  5 

All  outstanding  at  the  end  of  year,  four  since  com- 
plied with. 

Informal. — To  remedy  defective  drainage  13 
,,  ,,  sudry  housing 

defects  4 
,,  cleanse  and  lime  wash  ...  2 


Total  ...  19 

Four  outstanding  at  end  of  year. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  only  two  estab- 
lished in  the  town,  viz.,  that  of  a tallow  melter  and 
of  a fellmonger.  No  complaints  have  been  received. 

Although  not  coming  officially  under  offensive 
trades,  may  I venture  to  call  the  attention  of  manu- 
facturers and  others  to  the  nuisance  and  menace  to 
health  being  caused  by  the  non-use  of  silencers  on 
the  exhaust  of  internal  combustion  engines  so  much 
employed  now-a-days.  On  motor  cars  and  cycles 
the  silencer  is  compulsory,  and  it  is  more  than  ever 
necessary  in  stationaiy  engines  in  a town. 

Schools. — The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the 
schools  is  satisfactory. 

Food.- — (a)  Milk  Supply. — This  is  from  about  a 
dozen  sources  in  and  about  the  town,  some,  however, 
on'y  supplying  one  or  two  families.  Examinations 
of  the  milk  are  made  from  time  to  time  (under  the 
County  Council. 

(b)  Other  Foods. — Two  seizures  were  made  of 
food  during  the  year. — One  of  unsound  fruit,  and  one 
of  unsound  imported  meat  which  had  evidently  been 
subject  to  neglect  after  leaving  the  chilled  stores  and 
befo.e  reaching  the  town. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  no  public  ab- 
batoir  and  consequently  inspection  of  meat  at  the 
time  of  slaughter  is  very  casual.  Under  present 
conditions  of  slaughter  and  inspection,  especially 
where  the  loss  through  a diseased  beast  falls  mainly 
upon  the  butcher,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  unfair 
temptation  offered  him  to  sell  the  meat,  although  I 
am  able  to  compliment  our  butchers  upon  the  fact 
that  the  various  cases  which  have  been  dealt  with 
during  the  past  few  years  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice  by  the  butchers  themselves. 

Th  re  are  two  licensed  slaughter  houses  and  one 
registered  one.  These  are  regularly  inspected  and 
are  well  t ept. 

Bakehouses. — These  are  clean  and  well  kept. 

Infectious  Diseases.  — Cases  notified  during  the 


year : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  i 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  9 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  il 

Pulmonery  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  6 

Other  Tuberculosis  ..  . ...  2 


Diphtheria,  which  heads  the  list,  was  the  result  of 
at  least  4 separate  and  distinct  outbreaks.  In  some 
cases  the  source  could  be  definitely  traced  to  outside 
sources  ; in  others  not,  and  probably  further  cases 
existed,  but,  owing  to  their  mildness,  were  not  seen 
by  medical  men  or  otherwise  recognised.  Antitoxin 
supplied  free  for  such  cases  in  the  Borough,  proved 
effectual  in  rapidly  curing  the  cases,  although  in  some 
infectiousness  persisted  for  a considerable  time. 

Two  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  infected  away 
from  the  town,  and  no  contact  cases  developed.  The 
origin  of  the  third  case  could  not  be  traced.  The 
two  cases  of  measles  were  contracted  away  from  the 
town,  and  in  both  ca'es  did  not  spread,  although 
there  is  a large  number  of  susceptible  children,  as  the 
disease  has  been  absent  from  the  town  for  about  nine 
years. 

Pneumonia  (acute  Primary  and  Influenzal)  is  new 
as  a notifiable  disease  and  definite  comparisons  cannot 
be  made  with  other  years.  Its  incidence,  however, 
was  known  to  be  quite  exceptional. 


The  cases  of  Malaria  were  all  contracted  abroad. 
Tuberculosis  still  keeps  up  its  evil  reputation  and 
present  conditions  are  not  favourable  to  its  sup- 
pression. 

Vaccination  Statistics. — Number  of  births 


registered  during  1919  ..  ...  61 

Vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  3t 

Conscientious  objectors  ...  ...  13 

Died  before  vaccination  ...  ...  5 

Removal  from  the  town  ...  ...  2 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  ...  4 

Vaccination  pending...  ...  ..  3 

Under  age  for  Vaccination  ...  ...  3 


61 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  Chard  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Associa- 
tion, affiliated  to  the  Somerset  County  Nursing 
Association  started  in  March,  1919,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mrs.  A.  E.  Townsend,  with  Mrs.  F.  G. 
Ross  as  hon.  secretary,  assisted  by  an  active  com- 
mittee. 

The  Chard  Town  Council  and  the  Somerset  County 
Council  each  subscribed  j£.30  for  the  year  towards  its 
funds,  the  Guardians  and  Rural  District  Council  nine 
guineas,  and  generous  help  has  been  received  from 
private  donors.  Aid  was  received  from  the  Jewel 
Fund  in  the  expenses  of  starting  but  contributions 
from  this  sources  have  now  now  ceased.  Midw  fery 
fees,  with  smaller  earnings  of  the  nurse  as  Health 
Visitor  and  School  Nurse  under  the  County  Council, 
with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Contribution  of  half  the 
offic  al  expenses  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
with  a few  sundries  complete  the  income. 

The  sphere  of  the  work  includes  not  only  the 
Borough,  but  also  most  of  the  Kural  Parish  of  Chard 
except  Tatworth  and  some  parts  of  the  parish  conti- 
guous to  Chaffcorabe  and  Combe  St.  Nicholas,  which 
are  dealt  with  by  the  district  nurses  stationed  in  these 
parishes. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  the  Congrega- 
tional schoolroom,  and  is  open  on  the  1st  and  3rd 
Thursday  of  each  month.  On  the  former  days  a 
doctor  attends  with  a nurse  and  at  least  two  members 
of  the  Committee,  the  nurse  being  in  charge  the 
alternate  Thursdays.  There  has  been  so  far  an 
average  attendance  of  12  mothers  with  their  infants 
and  children  under  school  age,  and  these  are  duly 
examined  and  particulars  recorded.  Defects  and  dis- 
orders are  investigated  and  instructions  given  for 
these,  and  for  general  mothercraft.  Nurse  Alexander 
commenced  duties  in  May,  but  was  succeeded  by 
Nurse  Stinchcombe  in  December,  both  being  capable 
Queen’.s  nurses.  55  confinements  have  been  attended 
up  to  Match  31st,  1920,  less  than  a year’s  working. 
Dr.  R.  A.  Fawcus  is  in  medical  charge  for  the  first 
twelve  months. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

1.  Staff. — Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Inspector  of  Nuisances,  both  part-time  officers. 

2.  Hospital  Accommodation  Available  for 
Infectious  Diseases.— A house  situated  at  Clay- 
hanger,  near  Chard,  is  provided  jointly  by  the 
Borough  and  Rural  District  Council  for  use  in  the 
case  of  an  outbreak  of  small  pox  ; otherwise  there  is 
no  accommodation  for  inlectious  diseases  nearer  th  n 
Taunton,  and  then  only  by  special  permission. 

Effective  isolation  has  been  very  difficult  under 
such  conditions  and  especially  of  late,  owing  to 
overcrowding  consequent  upon  lack  of  sufficient 
housing  accommodation. 

3.  Local  Acts,  &c. — None. 

4.  Arrangements  for  Chemical  and 
Bacteriological  Work. — This  is  undertaken  by 
the  County  Council  and  is  made  use  of  considerably. 

HOUSING. 


1. 

General  Housing  Conditions  in 

THE 

District. 

I a. 

Number  of  houses  in  all 

1093 

b. 

Number  for  the  working  classes  (assum- 

ing at  or  under  j£ll  per  annum)... 

745 

c. 

New  houses  for  the  working  classes 
erected  during  the  year,  or  in  course  of 

erection 

Nil 

2. 

Population  estimated  locally 

4200 

3a* 

Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses 

— shortage 

79 

b. 

Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to 
meet  shortage 

For  the  permanent  scheme  a site  7.74  acres  in 
extent  has  been  acquired  in  Old  Town,  on  which  it 
is  proposed  to  erect  52  houses  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  purchase  has  been  approved  by  the  iMinistry  of 
Health. 

Lay  out  plans  and  preliminary  house  plans  have 
also  been  provisionally  approved. 

H. — Overcrowding. 

1.  Extent. — It  is  estimated  that  there  are  47 
houses  with  more  than  two  occupants  per  room,  and 
21  houses  with  more  than  one  family  inhabiting. 

2.  Cause. — Lack  of  housing  accommodation 
through  decay  and  destruction  of  some  old  derelict 
houses,  and  no  building  since  the  war  started. 


3.  Measures  Taken  or  Contemplated.— To 
rneet  the  urgent  need  for  housing,  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  purchase  and  conversion  into  bungalow 
dwellings  of  20  standard  Army  huts.  A site  was 
selected  and  plans  prepared,  but  now  (April,  1920) 
this  has  had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  excessive 
cost  of  conversion. 

4.  Cases  of  Overcrowding  Dealt  With. — 
Nil. 

HI. — Fitness  of  Houses. 
la.  General  Standard. — Fair, 
b.  Defects.  — General  disrepair,  lack  of 
thorough  ventilation,  some  cottages  being  in  this 
respect  obstructive  to  others.  Lack  of  ventilation 
and  even  light  to  back  bedrooms.  Dampness. 

2.  Action  Taken  Under  (a)  Public  Health 
Acts.— None,  (b)  Housing  Acts.— Four  closing 
orders  issued,  but  not  enforced  owing  to  lack  of 
accommodation. 

3.  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness  ; 

(a)  Shortage  of  houses. 

(b)  Labour  conditions. 

(c)  Effect  of  restriction  of  rents. 

Special  Measures  Taken.— Nil. 

Suggestions. — Get  houses  built  even  if  through 

cost  they  must  be  in  terraces. 

4.  Conditions  as  they  Affect  Housing. 

(a)  Water  supply  inadequate. 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  dependent  upon  water 

supply. 

(c)  Refuse  d sposal.  No  difficulty  at  present. 

IV. — Unhealthy  Areas.— None. 

V.  — Bye-Laws  Relating  to  PIouses,  Letting 
Lodgings,  etc. — These  need  revision. 

VI.  — Other  Actions  Bearing  on  the  Public 
Health  not  Covered  by  the  Above  Par- 
ticulars.— Nil. 

VIL— Appendices.  — Statistics  for  the  12 
Months  ended  31ST  Dec.,  1919: — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
complaints  were  made  that  they  were  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

By  householders. — Five. 

2.  Action  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act 
of  1909. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  inspected. — 167. 

(b)  Number  unfit. — 34. 

(c)  Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied  with 

closing  order. — Nil. 

Three  houses  were  voluntarily  made  fit  without 
action  being  taken. 

3.  Act  on  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1919. — Nil. 

4.  Clos  ng  orders. 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 

author  ties  with  a view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders. — Four. 

(b)  Number  of  closing  orders  made. — Four. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  regard  to  which  closing 

orders  were  determined  on  the  houses  being 
made  fit  for  human  habitation. — Nil. 

5.  Demolition  Orders.  — No  orders  made  or 
carried  out. 

6.  Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily. 

The  Council  demolished  12  purchased  by  them 

in  1917- 

7.  Obstructive  buildings. — No  representations 
made. 

8.  Staff  engaged  in  Housing  Work. — Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  upon 
Sanitary  Administration.  Borough  Surveyor  with 
one  Assistant  upon  new  Housing  Scheme. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

(Civilians  only.) 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

All  Causes 

29 

. . 26 

Influenza 

4 

2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

2 

— 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  . . 

— 

I 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

Z 

...  I 

Rheumatic  fever 

I 

...  — 

Organic  heart  disease 

— 

3 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

...  I 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

...  — 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

I 

Congenital  debility,  &c. 

I 

...  1 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

2 

...  — 

Suicide 

— 

I 

Other  defined  diseases 

12 

...  II 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

I 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

I year  of  age.  Total... 

3 

...  I 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Total  Births 

25 

...  32 

Legitimate 

24 

...  30 

Illegitimate 

I 

...  2 

Population  for  Bit  th-rate  4120 

„ „ Death  „ 3955 


